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pensated for part of this loss by placing at the nation's disposal iron ore
deposits which yield some 7,000,000 tons annually. Nevertheless, in
order to meet the demand of the iron and steel industry, it is necessary
to import approximately twice this amount each year. Fortunately,
the great Lorraine deposits are near at hand, and transportation costs
are low.

Metals have been of major importance in the past, but at present
coal is the greatest mineral resource of Belgium. Unfortunately, its
deposits leave much to be desired, for the coal is not of the best
coking quality and the veins are deep, many of the mines being from
2000 to 3000 feet in depth. The coal measures are also thin and fre-
quently broken. Consequently, mining costs are high and production is
carried on under great handicaps.

Recently Belgium has been producing approximately 27,000,000
tons of coal annually, which is 26 per cent more than in 1913. In spite
of this increase, it is necessary to import some 7,000,000 tons each
year to meet the combined needs of Belgium and Luxembourg. The
majority of the imports come from Germany.

Until recently all the coal mined came from the Sambre-Meuse
Valley, but at present a new mining center is being opened in the
Campine. This region has reserves nearly three times as great as those
of the south, and much of the coal is of good coking quality. Mining
operations are simplified by the fact that the coal is near the surface.
Proximity to Anvers creates a large local demand for this coal, and
also makes it valuable from the point of view of exports. As exploita-
tion increases in this area, it may well lead to the development of a new
industrial center which will change the economic picture of the country.

MANUFACTURING

Belgium has many advantages from the point of- view of manu-
facturing. Among these are its central location, its excellent transpor-
tation facilities, its coal supplies, and its proximity to iron ore; but
perhaps its greatest advantage is its abundant supply of skilled but
cheap labor. These advantages have enabled it to become one of the
most highly industrialized nations of the world.

The manufacture of iron and steel and of iron and steel products
constitutes the most important industrial activity in the country. Today
Belgium ranks fifth in European iron and steel production, being only
slightly behind Russia in this activity. The industry has grown rapidly
since the World War, as is evidenced by the fact that the production